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Bridge Card holders can double their purchasing power at farmers 

markets 

LANSING, Mich., July 11, 2017 – As the weather warms and farmers markets 

open across the state, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

and Michigan Farmers Market Association encourage families receiving food 

assistance benefits to head to their local market to purchase fresh food. 

In addition to accepting Bridge Card payments, over 140 farmers markets also 

participate in Double Up Food Bucks, which allows Bridge Card holders to get 

double their money for fruits and vegetables (up to $20 every market day), 

while supporting local growers. For instance, if a family spends $10 in food 

assistance benefits at a participating farmers market they receive $10 in Dou-

ble Up Food Bucks to buy locally grown produce. 
 

Click Here for more information 
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Independence Day #independence 
from Special Education Law Blog by Jim Gerl 

The Fourth of July is a big holiday for our country, and these days we really 

need a big holiday. I have always loved this day; what other country believes in 

an inalienable right to pursue happiness! Independence Day is also a time to 

reflect on the concept of independence.  

For people with disabilities, independence is an important goal. Congress has 

stated that encouraging independent living for people with disabilities is the 

policy of the United States government. IDEA, Section 601(c). Indeed, one of 

the purposes of special education is to prepare children with disabilities for in-

dependent living. IDEA, Section 601(d)(1)(A).  

Before passage of the EHA, the predecessor of the IDEA, in 1975, education of 

children with disabilities, who were then called "handicapped," was iffy at best. 

According to the legislative history of the EHA, which is quoted in the seminal 

Rowley decision by the Supreme Court, millions of children with disabilities 

were then either totally excluded from school or were warehoused until they 

were old enough to drop out. Bd. of Education v. Rowley, 458 U.S. 176, 191, 

103 LRP 31848 (1982). At the time, it was estimated that of the eight million 

children who required special education, only about 3.9 million were receiving 

an appropriate education. Bd. of Education v. Rowley, 458 U.S. 176, 191, 103 

LRP 31848 (1982).  
 

                                      Click Here to Continue Reading 

The Mary Ann Greenawalt Annual Award Luncheon  
presented by UCP/Detroit 

 
Friday, October 20th, 2017   

 

This event is named in honor of former UCP/Detroit board member Mary Ann 

Greenawalt who was a powerful voice in both the disability and business com-

munity in Southeastern Michigan.   

  

Key note speaker is scheduled to be State Representative Frank Liberati. 

 

Click Here for an event flyer & additional information.  

IRS Offers Tips for Teenage Taxpayers with  
Summer Jobs 

Students and teenagers often get summer jobs. This is a great way to earn extra 

spending money or to save for later. The IRS offers a few tax tips for taxpayers 

with a summer job. 

Click Here for the Full Article 

   

   

 

 

Last month Patti was a guest on the radio show Next Steps for Seniors 

discussing two very important topics relating to seniors, driving & 

elder abuse.  To listen to the discussion follow the link below. 

 

Next Step for Seniors June 17, 2017 

 

To access all of the Next Step for Seniors episodes visit  

http://salemdetroit.podbean.com/category/next-steps-4-seniors/   

Is a Pooled Income Trust Right for Me? 

A pooled trust allows disabled individuals who are under age 65 to become fi-

nancially eligible for public assistance, e.g. Medicaid, SSI, etc. This type of 

trust provides flexibility—allowing individuals to preserve their assets and 

monthly income necessary to pay for supplemental needs that are not covered 

by public assistance.  

Click Here for more information  

Protecting and Inspiring Dignity  

and Respect 

This e-newsletter is a publication of Patricia E. Dudek & Associates. The legal informa-

tion presented in this e-newsletter is intended for information purposes only and is not a 

substitute for consultation with a legal professional.   

Proposed Cuts to Medicaid Put Medicare Savings Pro-

grams At Risk  

Many low-income older adults are only able to participate in Medicare because 

Medicare Savings Programs help with their Medicare premiums, deductibles 

and co-pays. These critically important programs reach over 7 million people 

with Medicare, including 1.7 million older adults who are too poor to be able to 

afford Medicare but do not qualify for other Medicaid programs.1 With $772 

billion in Medicaid cuts, the Better Care Reconciliation Act now being consid-

ered in the Senate could knock many older adults and people with disabilities 

off these programs, making Medicare unaffordable. As a result, those with the 

greatest needs will lose access to Medicare benefits because they will be unable 

to shoulder Medicare costs.  

Click Here to Continue Reading 

Suggestions for Improving Relative Foster Care 

Placements 
(Excerpt from a letter from Tobin Miller Chief Investigator from Office of Children’s 

Ombudsman)  

Although the MDHHS has increased the number of children placed with rela-

tives, I believe there is still room for improvement. The OCO receives many 

calls from children’s relatives who were ignored or denied placement for un-

documented reasons. My suggestions for improving procedures for making 

relative foster care placements are contained in an article, which may be read 

here: 

http://www.cooley.edu/lawreview/_docs/2015/vol32/32-3/Improving-Foster-

Care_Miller.pdf 

For those who don’t want to wade through a law review article (albeit a short 

one), follow the link below to a copy of Mr. Miller’s letter which contains a 

summary of the problems with the current law and practice and his suggestions. 

 

http://pattidudek.typepad.com/pattis_blog/2017/07/suggestions-for-improving-

relative-foster-care-placements-.html 

Don’t Take the Bait, Step 1: Avoid Spear  
Phishing Emails 

 
The IRS, state tax agencies and the tax industry today warned tax profes-

sionals to beware of spear phishing emails, a common tactic used by cyber-

criminals to target practitioners. 

 

Spear phishing emails, often tailored to individual practitioners, result in 

stolen taxpayer data and fraudulent tax returns filed in the names of individ-

ual and business clients. 

 

“We are seeing repeated instances of cybercriminals targeting tax profes-

sionals and obtaining sensitive client information that can be used to file 

fraudulent tax returns. Spear phishing emails are a common way to target 

tax professionals,” said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. “We urge practi-

tioners to review this information and take steps to protect themselves and 

their clients.”  

 

Click Here to Continue Reading 

New Medicare Rule Encourages Doctors to Test for 
Alzheimer's Disease and Offer Care Planning 

A little-publicized effect of the health care legisla-

tion the House of Representatives recently passed is 

its potential impact on vital health services that spe-

cial education students receive.   
                                                    Click for Full Article 

Should a Parent Serve as Trustee of a Special Needs Trust? 

New Obama-era rules designed to give nursing 

home residents more control of their care are gradu-

ally going into effect. The rules give residents more 

options regarding meals and visitation as well as 

make changes to discharge and grievance proce-

dures. 
                                                   Click for Full Article 

State Can Apply Means Test to Estate Seeking Hardship Waiver 

from Medicaid Estate Recovery 

Reversing a lower court, a Michigan appeals court 

rules that the state can include a means test when 

determining whether an estate is entitled to a hard-

ship exemption from Medicaid estate recov-

ery. Bacon v. Department of Health and Human 

Services(Mich. Ct. App., No. 330260, June 1, 

2017).  
                                                       Click for Full Article 

Preventing a Will Contest 

Emotions can run high at the death of a family 

member. If a family member is unhappy with the 

amount they received (or didn't receive) under a 

will, he or she may contest the will. Will contests 

can drag out for years, keeping all the heirs from 

getting what they are entitled to. It may be impossi-

ble to prevent relatives from fighting over your will 

entirely, but there are steps you can take to try to 

minimize squabbles and ensure your intentions are 

carried out.  
                                                   Click for Full Article 

How to Deduct Long-Term Care Premiums From Your Income 

Taxpayers with long-term care insurance policies 

can deduct some of their premiums from their in-

come. Whether you can use the deduction requires 

comparing your medical expenses to your income in 

a complicated formula. 
                                                       Click for Full Article 

SSI's Thorny Rules for "Deeming" a Parent's Income to a Child 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a federal pro-

gram that helps people with disabilities and very low 

incomes pay for food, clothing and shelter.  But even 

more valuable than the SSI benefit itself is that, in 

most states, a beneficiary who receives even $1 from 

the program also qualifies for Medicaid health cov-

erage.  
                                                       Click for Full Article 
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A new Medicare rule will promote earlier diagno-

sis of Alzheimer's disease. Medicare will now re-

imburse primary care doctors who conduct an Alz-

heimer's evaluation and offer information about 

care planning to elderly patients with cognitive 

impairment. 
                                   Click for Full Article  

Watch Out for Mistakes in the List of Doctors  

Covered by Your Medicare Advantage Plan 

Medicare Advantage plans are a popular alternative 

to regular Medicare because the plans often offer 

lower out-of-pocket costs, but buyers need to make 

sure they know what they are paying for. A govern-

ment review of Medicare Advantage plans revealed 

that their provider directories were often riddled 

with errors, causing those plans to face serious 

fines.   

                                                 Click for Full Article                    

Health Care Bill Could Reduce or Eliminate Services 

for Special Education Students 
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